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Midweek Lenten 4, 2009
Preached:  March 18, 2009 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

Series theme:  Father, Forgive Them.
Text:  John 18:33-38
Theme:  Forgive Us When We Abandon Your Truths.
Sermon
John 18:33–38

“Forgive Us When We Abandon Your Truths”

33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”

36Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

38“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.”

God is a God who makes order out of chaos.
He changed darkness into light.

He separated water from dry land.

He made creatures that each reproduced according to their kind.

But man is a creature that takes God’s order and throws it into chaos. 
He’s always questioning.

He’s always searching for something other than what God says.

He believes there are a multitude of truths often overlapping but often conflicting with one another.
The Romans were a very orderly people, and they were a very military people.

Their armies fought in orderly rows.

But they were very aware of the clash of cultures and the need at times to compromise.
Pilate was a man who believed there were many truths.
Caesar’s truth reigned supreme in Rome.
But when he was placed in Judea, Pilate saw the need to compromise with Jewish truth.

Jesus seems to read the clash in Pilate’s mind about the charge against Him:
“Is that your own idea? Or did others talk to you about me?”

Jesus wanted to show Pilate a transcendent truth: 
“My kingdom (rule) is not of this world. . . . My kingdom (rule) is from another place.”

There’s only one way to know this truth:  to hear it from the lips of God Himself.

“For this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
But Pilate looked into the eyes of that source of truth and said, “What is truth?”
For him it was an unanswerable question (he walked out without allowing an answer).
We often abandon God’s truths:
Marriage is one man and one woman joined together by God for life.

Life begins at conception.

Man is to rule over and take care of God’s creation. 

We may abandon any of God’s truths.

But there’s one transcendent truth that Jesus was fulfilling that day: dying as the perfect sacrifice.
That is truth.
We live in a world that denies there are any absolute truths.
But secretly all people long for them.

Psychologists admit that children like parameters. Uncertainty and chaos are frightening to everyone. 

How blessed we are that we have a God who’s set clear boundaries and standards.

And even when we abandon them,

How fortunate we are that we don’t have the final word;
Jesus does:  Father, forgive them.
